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1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A stackablf = unit for automatically dispensing 
fluid to at least one growing medium container associated with the stackable unit, the 
stackable unit comprising: 

at (east one growing medium containeir; 

a rfjsen/oir having an open top to facilitnte filling thereof and a bottom wall; 

a drainage channel within and comnunicating with the reservoi r Jtie 
drainage chann^j having [[an]] a drainage inlet, located adjacent and spaced from the 
open top of the reservoir, and a drainage outlet^ loca ;ed adjacent the bottom wall of the 
resen/oi r to facilitat e , for facilitating drainage of excess fluid from the resen«jir into a 
reservoir of an adjacent lower stackable unit; 

the reservoir having at least one lateral dispensing opening adjacent a 
bottom wall of the reservoir for dispensing fluid from 1 he reservoir into growing medium, 
when accommodated by the at least one growing medium container of the stackable 
unit: 

th& bottom wall of the reservoir being liacated at a height above a bottom 
of the at least orre growing medium container; and 

the least one lateral dispensing opening supporting a capillary member 
which controls flaw of fluid from the resen/oir to the at least on© growing medium 
container, for pn»/iding moisture thereto to lacilitate f irowing of a plant, the fluid flowing 
substantially horizontally and radially through the capillary member. 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The Stackable unit accoidlng Id claim 1 , 
wherein the stacobte unit defines a central axis and the diainage channel extends 
substantially parallel to the central axis of the staclcable unit but is spaced radially 
therefrom. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The stackable unit acccrding to daim 1, wherein each 
stackable unit includes at least two growth medium containers and each of the growth 
medium containers communicates with at least twatdispensing openings to facilitate 
transfer of the fluid from the reservoir to the growth medium container. 

4. (PRB/IOUSLY PRESENTED) The staokabie unit according to daim 1. 
wherein the capillary member is a plug which fills the dispensing opening and fadlltates 
the substantially norizontal and radial passage of fliiid. via capillary action, from the 
reservoir to the growth medium container. 
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5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The stsickable unit according to claim 1, 
wherein the capHlary member is an elongate tubuter member having firet and second 
opposed ends, c ne end of the capillary tubular member communicates with a first one 
of the dispensltiig openings and the second end; of the capillary tubular member 
communicates vrtth a second dispensing opening, and an Intermediate portion of the 
tubular membenis accommodated within the growt n medium container, the elongate 
tubular member^ extending substantially horizontally and radially from the first to the 
second dispensing opening. 

6. (ORIC3INAL) The stackable unit according to claim 1, wherein the growth 
medium container Is sized to accommodate a volume of growth medium of between 
about 500 and 5000 cubic inches, and the reservoir is sized to accommodate a volume 
of fluid of between 25 and 140 fluid winces. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The stackable unit according to claim 2. wherein the capillary 
member has a wall thickness of about between 0.0625 and 0.5 inches so as to facilitate 
an adequate fluid transfer rate, via the capillary momber. such that growth medium 
contained within (the at least one growing medium ontainer is maintained sufTiciently 
saturated. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The stackable unltaccordingito claim 1. wherein the stackable 
unit Includes a plurality of growing medium contalrers, and the plurality of growing 
medium containers ana an^nged radially symmetrically about the reservoir. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The Statutable unit according to claim t, 
wherein an upper portion of the stackable unit is sliaped to matingly engage with a 
lower portion of another stackable unit to facilitate nesting of at least two stackable units 
with one anothertin a nested array. 

10. (PRB/IOUSLY PRESENTED) The starJ(able unit according to claim 1. 
wherein an uppenportion of the stackable unltfomis f . male component which matingly 
engages with a temaie component of an adjacent lower stackable unit to fecilitate 
nesting of at leas: two stackable units with one another in a nested array. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A stackable^nrt for automatically dispensing 
fluid to at least one growing medium container associated with the stackable unit, the 
stackable unit compn'sing: 

at least one growing medium container; 

a reaervoir having anopentoptofacilitale filling thereof and a bottom wall: 
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a drainage channel within and comrnunicating with the reservoi r, the 
drainage channet having [[an]] a drainage inlet^ located adjacent and spaced from the 
open top of the reservoir^ and a drainage outlet, located adjacent the bottom wall of the 
reservoi rto faci l itat e, for facilitating drainage of excess fluid from the reservoir; 

the reservoir having at least one lateral dispensing opening for dispensing 
fluid from the reservoir into growing medium, when nccommodated by the at least one 
growing medium container of the stackable unit; 

a bottom wall of the resen/oir being lociated at a height above a t>ottom of 
the at least one throwing medium container; and 

the least one lateral dispensing opening supporting a capillary member 
which controls f ow of fluid from the reservoir to Ihe at least one growing medium 
container for providing moisture thereto to facilitate growing of a plant, wherein 

when a volume of fluid enters the resen/oir of a top most stackable unit, the fluid 
Will overflow through the drainage channel of the to> most stackable unit and into the 
reservoir of an adjacent lower stackable unit 

1 2. (ORiSINAL) The stackable unit accordin 3 to claim 1 . wherein the stackable 
unit further Includes an indexing structure for engagiiiig immediately adjacent stackable 
units with one another such that the drainage charmels of the immediately adjacent 
stackable units are prevented from being vertically ^aligned with one another. 

1 3. (ORIGINAL) The stackable unit according to claim 1 , wherein the stackable 
unit includes a Geflection plate associated with thei drainage channel which forms a 
shield and defleeits fluid flowing through the dralnagie channel. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A kit of partsxomprising a plurality of stackable 
unit for automa^'cally dispensing fluid to at least: one gn3Wing medium container 
associated wKh ihe stackable unft, each of the plur^tlity of stackable units comprising: 

at least one growing medium contain€:n 

a reservoir having an open top to facilltfrte filling thereof and a bottom wall; 

a drainage channel within and comr^unicatlng with the resen/oi r. the 
drainage channg^l having [[an]] a drainage Inlet, located adjacent and spaced from the 
open top of the reservoir^ and a drainage outlet^ located adjacent the bottom wall of the 
reservoi r to faci l itat e , for fadl'rtatino drainage of excess fluid from the reservoir into a 
reservoir of an adjacent lower stackable unit 
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the reservoir having at least one lateral dispensing opening, adjacent a 
bottom wall of the reservoir, for dispensing fluid from ihe reservoir into growing medium, 
when accommodated by the at least one growing medium container of the stackable 
unit 

the bottom wall of the reservoir being located at a height above a bottom 
of the at (east one growing medium container; and 

the least one lateral dispensing opening supporting a capillary member 
which controls ftow of fluid from the reservoir to tine at least one gnawing medium 
container, for prcwiding moisture to thereto to faciliJate growing of a plant, the fluid 
flowing substantiially horizontally and radially through the capillary member. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The kit of parts according to c:laim 14, wherein an upper portion 
of each of the pfijraJity of stackable units is shaped: to matingly engage with a lower 
portion of another on© of the plurality of stackable units to facilitate nesting of the 
plurality of stackable units with one another in a nesti^d array, and when the plurality of 
stackable units are nested with one another to form a nested array, any excess fluid 
flowing into the reservoir of a top most stackable unit of the nested array, will overflow 
through the drainage channel of the top most stackable unit and into the reservoir of an 
immediately adjai^ent lower stackable unit of the nested array. 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The kit of parts according to daim 14. 
wherein each of the plurality of stackable units defines a central axis and each drainage 
channel extends ^substantially parallel to the central; axis of the stackable unit but is 
spaced radially therefrom, and each of the plurality of stackable units includes at least 
two growth medium containers and each of tAe growth medium containers 
communicdtes with at least two dispensing openings to fadittate transfer of the fluid 
from the resen/oirto the growth medium container. 

17. (PREryiOUSLY PRESENTED) The kitiof parts according to claim 14. 
wherein each capillary member Is a plug which fills the dispensing opening and 
fadlitates the substantially horizontal and radial pasuage of fluid, via capillary action, 
from the reservoir to the growth medium container. 

18. (PREf/IOUSLY PRESENTED) The kit of parts according to daim 14. 
wherein each capillary member Is an elongate tubulai^ member having first and second 
opposed ends, one end of the capillary tubular memt^er communicates with a first one 
of the dispensing openings and the second end of the capillary tubular member 
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communicates with a second dispensing opening, find an mtemiediate portion of the 
tubular member ms accommodated within the growtli medium container, the elongate 
tubular member^ extending substantially horizontaly and radially from the first and 
second dispensing opening* 

19. (ORIGINAL) The kit of parts according to claim 14, wherein each growth 
medium container is sized to accommodate a volume of growth medium of between 
about 500 and 3300 cubic inches, each reservoir is: sized to accommodate a volume 
of fluid of t)etween 25 and 140 fluid ounces and each capillary member has a wall 
thickness of aboprt between 0.0625 and 0.5 inches as to facilitate an adequate fluid 
transfer rate, viailhe capillary member, sudh that grc>wth medium contained within the 
at least one growing medium container is maintained sufficiently saturated. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of fomiing a nested array of a plurality 
of stackable unife for automatically dispensing flui* to at least one growing medium 
container associiated with the stackable unit, each jitackable unit of the nested array 
comprising: 

at laast one growing medium contained 

a reservoir having an open top to facilitate filling thereof and a tx>ttom wall; 

a drainage channel within and comnriuhicatSng wrth the feservoi r, the 
drainage ChflnOff having [[an]] a drainage inlet, locaned adjacent and spaced from the 
open top of the reservoir^ and a drainage outlet located adjacent the bottom wall of the 
reservoi r to facl li tete. fbr facilitating drainage of excess fluid from the reservoir Into a 
reservoir of an adjacent lower stackable unit; 

theireservoir having at least one lateral dispensing opening fbr dispensing 
fluid firom the reservoir Into growing medium, when aox^mmodated by the at least one 
growing medium ^:x>ntainer of the stackable unit; 

a bc»ttom wall of the resen/oir being locfeited at a height above a bottom of 
the at least one growing medium container; and 

therteast one lateral dispensing openirig supporting a capillary member 
which controls flow of fluid from the reservoir to th^e at least one growing medium 
container, for pror/iding moisture to thereto to facilitaie growing of a plant; 

stacking the plurality of stackable units t!>ne on top of the other to form the 

nested array; 
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filling the reservoir of each of the plurality of stackable units in the nested 
array, by merely^ filling a top most reservoir, and allowing fluid to overflow from each 
reservoir into the drainage channel until each reservoir is filled. 



-7- 

PA6E 80* RCVD AT 7/13^054:39:07 PM [Eastern 



